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COMMENIS OF CATHOLIC TtCLEMEDIA NETWORK 

The Cathol ic Teleinedia Nctwork suhmits thcse comments in support of the proposal 

("Proposal") submitted by the Wi reIc\s Coiriniunicatioiis Association International, thc National 

ITFS Association, ;ind thc Catholic Tclevision Network to change the ru les  govei-ning the 

Mult ichanricl  Mu l t ipo in t  Disti. ibutioii Sei-vice ("MMDS") and the Tnslructional Television Fixed 

Sen i ce  ("ITFS").' The revised rules would result i n  inore streamlined licensing for MMDS and 

ITFS licensees, cncouragc the deploymcnt ol' new wircless broadband service<, and enhance the 

avai lahi l i ly and usefulness (11 educational services across the [Jnited States 

The Catholic Telcniedia Nctwork provides educational programming to 38,000 students 

i n  i i iore than 140 schools locared i n  the cotintics of San Francisco, Marin, San Mateo. Santa 

Clara. C:onti.;i Cobta and Alitrned;i. The Cathol ic Teleniedia Network has been using lTFS 

Crcyucncies since 1970, and was one of the firs1 educational entities i n  the San Fraiicisco area to 

use lTFS to L i x s r n i t  to discanr cla\sroonis. Today, (he Cathol ic Teleinedia Network has a l ibrary 

wirh over  4.000 programs avail i ible for educational and proressional training. 

I Srt, "Wirelws 'Tclecolnmunical ions Burrau Seek\ Comment on Propowl to  Revise Multichanncl 
Mull ipoint Ilistrihtrtion Service and Inwucrionii l Television Fixed Scrvice Rule\," P L O ~ / / C ,  No~ice.  LIA 02- 
1732 (rei. Ocl. 17. 2002). 



Schools served by thc Catholic Telemedia Network have a significant number of students 

I'rom inulti-ethnic backgrounds. Many immigrant parents in  ihe Bay Area look to Catholic 

x l i o o l s  to enable their children to receive ii quality education. The schools, in turn, look to the 

Catholic Telemedia Network io help them meet the individual learning styles of this diverse 

studcnt population. The Catholic Telemedia Network also offers videotapes and intcractive 

conferences for adulis that vary from teacher training, to life-long learning, and staff education. 

Programs are also offered tic ;i\sist individuals with special needs such as seniors, disabled 

person>, and health care agencies. 

Catholic Telemedia supports the Proposal because i t  providcs a fmmework to protect 

existing ITFS opei.ations while, at  the siinie time, opening up the spectrum for a host of new two- 

way, interactive broadband serviccs. The Proposal was the result of significant work by 

nuriicrotis ITFS and MMDS Iicciisccs, engineers, equipincnt vendors, and others with differing 

intcre\ts and pel-specrives 

Catholic Telemedia urges the Commission to move swiftly to issue a Notice of Proposed 

Rulcniaking in  response to the Proposal so [hat others wi l l  have an opportunity to comment, and 

ncw scrviccs can he deployed i i t  thc earliest possihle time. 
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